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decade or two, owing to Turkey's laxity or inability to check the surreptitious import of arms.
This covert traffic has gradually undermined the pillars of Ottoman rule, honeycombing the whole vilayet as well as outland tribes.
Now the population is as well armed as the forces of government, far more numerous, and, on their own ground, more formidable, man for man.
Any attempt at disarmament would cause a general rising. Even in Ottoman strongholds like Menakha, tribesmen saunter through the streets with breech-loading rifles, and no vestige of authority to carry them.
There are weekly markets, at remote villages, where ammunition is sold openly in large quantities. The authorities must know of this, but they are powerless to prevent it. As a mudir once remarked to me: " What is the good of corking a broken bottle ?"
Hitherto I have endeavoured to show the extent of Turkey's rule in Yamen, and the methods employed to maintain it peaceably. We will now consider her position if driven to use force.
The Ottoman army, in Yamen, is much below the numbers necessary for the safety of the vilayet.
Izzet Pasha's expedition of 1911 brought several European battalions to the country, armed with modern Mausers, burning smokeless powder. They have returned with their rifles, and all ammunition of that calibre has been shipped back to Europe or Asia Minor.
Yamen is garrisoned with Asiatic battalions, armed with the same weapon as the Zaptieh, and the one or two European battalions that are still left there are*similarly armed.
The battalions allotted to Yamen are recruited from